
Wunderbare Wasserstraßen und Weine 
SEP 2014 



14 SEP 
Koblenz morning moisture  
– perfect for grapes  
   



Deutsches Eck - 
where the Mosel 
 meets the Rhein 



Got bikes, next stop Trier 

Whoa, this is the 
first time I look 

up to you 



 
 
Welcome to Trier – 
 Germany’s oldest  
city 
 
 
 
 
Porta Nigra – 200 AD 
Roman city gate 
 
 
  



Schweins Spaβ 



night time biking adventure 
- colosseum of Trier 



15SEP 

Next stop, Luxembourg 
irresistible fun art 



Jen’s  1st wine tasting 

Domaines Vinsmoselle, Lux 



surreal 



Thank you Schengen…now we only have fences for cows 



last glances of  perfectly manicured Luxembourg  



 
 
 
Schloss Thorn, 

 Germany’s  
oldest castle  

vineyard 



ending the day in Sierk-les-Bains,France  
back dropped by the Duke of Lorraine’s castle 



16SEP 

Built in the 11th century, strategically overlooking the Mosel 

Hey..you 
are on 

your toes 



16SEP 

fun in the ruins 



Welcome to Metz 

Gothic St. Stephen Cathedral 



17SEP 

the largest expanse of stained-glass 
 windows in the world 





17SEP 

delightful view for a croissant 



someone tall 
lives here 



17Sep 

stunning Temple Neuf Protestant ,  
La Place de la Comedie 

Built in the early 20th century by William II, Emperor of Germany for its officers.  
It is neo-classical Rhine.                         
                                                                                       last stop before train to Saarbrücken 
 



Völklingen Ironworks 

drool 

In 1873, Julius Buch began planning  
of a steel works near Völklingen on  
the banks of the Saar river. However,  
this planned work was not completed.  
In 1881, Carl Röchling began new construction.  
Two years later the first smelter began operation.  
The plant closed in 1986. 

enroute from Saarbrücken to Saarlouis 



Putin sighting in Saarlouis! 

18 SEP 



18 SEP 

beer to start the day & Team Saarfürst! 



angel sighting near Mettlach 



Leben  ist gut!...meandering 
river, Germar, beautiful wine, 
castles, vineyards, swans, 
perfect weather, more wine 



Schloss Saarstein…they 
have great reviews, but how 
do we get there? 



thru the vines and 
thru the woods to 
Saarstein we go  

There are two major wine growers' 
associations in the Mosel region, the 
Großer Ring, which is a regional section of 
the VDP, and the Bernkasteler Ring. They 
both arrange annual wine auctions of top 
wines. Producers can submit their wines to 
the VDP for taste testing to qualify as 
reserve wines as Erste Lage (meaning first 
site). These wines are subject to several 
regulations; for example, the harvesting 
must be by hand and the yield must not 
exceed 220 cases per acre. 



Leben ist gut!!! 



Germar is officially dubbed Saarkönig 



19Sep 

the idyllic piazza we overlooked  
    in Saarburg as the River Leuk  
           flowed thru it 
          creating power 
   



Count Siegfried of Luxemburg 
built the Castle in 964 
overlooking  Saarburg . It is 
one of the oldest mountain 
castles in Germany. It 
belonged to Trier archbishops 
after 1064. It was destroyed in 
the 16th & 17th centuries and 
fell to ruins in the 18th. 
 

Saarburg, nestled upon the 
banks of the Saar surrounded 
by Riesling grapes received its 
town charter in 1291.  



Saar Königin und Saar König 
   glücklich beim Rad fahren 

Back on the trail 



The Saar meets the Mosel 



refreshments at Longuich winery 



We busted the geese!!!! 
 
 
and they swim away like it was just another yummy  day 
in the vineyard 



Perfect wines for  
Juergen to visit 

Wow...these 3  
really lust after wine 



going in 

raising up 

on to the next lock 

Finally!!  A barge going through the lock.  



20 SEP 

happy Germar …full belly after 
breakfast with Jürgen and a Mosel 
bath complete with barge 

Trittenheim 



20sep ride through a vineyard and pop out into  
a quaint village...situation normal 



a ‘must’ refreshment stop for Piesporter 



Zwei Fahrräder kaputt 

entertaining  the Weintraubenzüchter 

silly tourists 

taxi time to Bernkastel 



The castle, along with all of its treasures, was destroyed by a fire in 1692. 

Burgruine-Landshut 
 

overlooking Bernkastel-Kues 

21 SEP 



Bernkastel….cute place for enduring kaputte Fahrräder 



Kues’ gabled timber-framed houses from the 17th century 



a ‘must’ for the heart of the Middle Mosel! 



Wolf’s  
Küchenchef  

und  
Weingut  
Schmidt  



perfect invitation to self indulgence…Traben Trarbach 

the first municipalities to have 
electric street lights in Germany  
and a promise to fix gears on our bikes 



22 SEP 

Traben’s sinuous art-nouveau villa designed by Bruno Möhring 



Bruno also 
 designed  

the first bridge  
between  

Trarbach and  
Traben in 1898 



I’m so happy to  
have gears again 

At the turn of the 
century, Traben-
Trarbach was the 

second largest wine 
trading city in Europe 

after Bordeaux 



cute ferries 

“gotta jump on me”  tractors 



22SEP Next stop…Zell 

 The legend of "Zeller Schwarze 
Katz" starts back in 1863, when 
wine merchants were visiting Zell. 
After an intensive wine-tasting 
session at the Mayntzer winery 
they had shortlisted three barrels, 
but could not agree which wine 
was the best. Frau Mayntzer, so 
the story goes, then came into 
the cellar with her black cat. 
Suddenly the cat jumped onto 
one of the barrels, arched its back 
and snarled at anyone who dared 
approach this barrel. Thereupon 
the merchants quickly reached 
agreement and opted for the 
barrel so tenaciously guarded by 
the black cat. Some days late the 
same merchants returned to Zell 
and bought up all the wines 
grown on this slope, for the wine 
from the fiercely protected barrel 
had sold so well. Thus the wines 
from this slope came to be 
known as "Zeller Schwarze Katz" . 



Most of the vineyards on the Mosel are on extremely 
steep slopes, some as high as 70 degrees and considered 
the most labor-intensive vineyards in the world.  
Mechanical harvesting is impracticable and nearly 7 times 
more man hours are needed than for flatter regions. The 
vines are staked to the ground without connecting wires 
so the workers can tend the plants horizontally across the 
vineyard rather than vertically, which would be 
treacherous. The combination between the very cool 
growing climate and the excellent sun exposure of these 
sloping vineyards produces wines that retain their delicacy 
and razor-like acidity, even when harvested late. During 
the winter rains, erosion of the  blue Devonian slate chips 
is extensive. They are needed for their heat retention 
properties. Many vineyards will gather them and put them 
back on the hillside. 

   I’m ready 
to go pick 

grapes ! 



I remember this ruin from the days when I was 10. And it’s still a ruin.  
I thought they fix stuff in Germany. 



picture-perfect Beilstein or Dornröschen der Mosel (“Sleeping Beauty 
of the Moselle”)  
 
Towering above the village are the ruins of Castle Metternich, which 
once belonged to the noble Metternich family. 

Shucks…too late for the ferry! 



As dusk approaches, 
Cochem with Reichsburg perched above welcomes us 



The Reichsburg Cochem had its first documentary mention in 1130. In 1151, it was occupied by King Konrad III, 
who declared it an Imperial castle. In 1688, the castle was overrun byFrench King Louis XIV’s troops in the course 
of the 9 Year’s war, and the following year, they destroyed it. The castle lay in ruins before in 1868 it was bought 
by the Berlin businessman Louis Fréderic Jacques Ravené for 300 Goldmark and then reconstructed in the Gothic 
Revival style. Since 1978 it has been owned by the town. 

misty morning 
23SEP 



Zwetschgendatschi Glück 
 
 
 

und 
 
 

mehr Schweins Spaβ 



Reichsburg Cochem  



living in style 



5th grade girls enthralled 
with Germar  as 
they chatted about  their 
4th day of English lesson 



on to our next castle… 
 
enjoying our way up to Burg Eltz 
doggy style  



It most likely will not fall over, Mr. 
Bionic Bavarian. Its been here and still 
owned by a branch of the same family 
that lived here in the 12th century, 33 
generations ago. The Rübenach and 
Rodendorf families' homes in the castle 
are open to the public, while the 
Kempenich branch of the family uses the 
other third of the castle. Castle of Eltz is 
only 1 of 3 castles that have never been 
destroyed. 



which turret is the Rübenach’s  
and which one  

is the Rodendorf’s ??? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



a nice cozy dinner setting 



Burg Eltz…grand finale of our fairy tale 



24 SEP 
250 miles of 
meandering rivers  
adorned with 
vineyards, medieval 
towns and  
castles…our 
fairytale  filled with 
more wine than 
biking 
 
 
 
Next stop…the 
Wenzel Bunch for 
brats and 
pumpkin…yumm 



        25 SEP 
Oktoberfest 2014 

Germar’s dream come true…his honey is in a dirndl 



We are ready for beer!!! 



true Bavarian fun!!! 



Mein Liebling und ich 
beim 

Oktoberfest…mein 
Leben ist komplett 



a proper welcome to 
Andechs….baaaa 

26 SEP 



Andechs Abbey is 
famed for its 
flamboyant 
Baroque church 
(1712) and its 
brewery (next 
stop to meet 
Fritz & Gabi) 



who’s in charge?? 



  Fritz und Nina… 
so happy together  



perfect 
Zwetschgendatschi 
Kaffeekränzchen 

 venue 



                                   27 SEP 
A pleasant hike thru Partnachklamm and 
poof…a Bavarian hut…much to Jen’s surprise 



drei glückliche 
 Freunde…until next time 
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